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HEREFORD HIGH SCHOOL’S LADY 

WHITEFACES WIN STATE 

VOLLEYBALL TITLE 

HON. LARRY COMBEST 
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 27, 2001 

Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise to join 
Hereford, and the Texas Panhandle in con-
gratulating the Hereford Lady Whitefaces in 
their win in the Class 4A state volleyball 
championship. This is the fourth state 
volleyball title that the Lady Whitefaces have 
brought home, a record that is truly deserving 
of recognition and praise. 

The Hereford High lady volleyball team has 
a history of hard work, dedication and sports-
manship. This hard-fought victory comes after 
falling just short of winning the title last sea-
son. The women of the Lady Whiteface 
volleyball team have stood firm in their goal to 
regain this prestigious title. This team has 
shown what today’s youth can accomplish 
when teamwork and determination are applied 
to a goal. 

It is with great pride that I recognize the 
members of the Hereford Lady Whitefaces 
and their coaches for this accomplishment, as 
well as the faculty and fans that led them to 
victory. Thanks to their tremendous efforts, 
Hereford, Texas is once again home to the 
Class 4A state volleyball championship title. I 
salute the Hereford Lady Whitefaces for bring-
ing home this state title. 
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THRIFT SAVINGS PLAN 

ENHANCEMENT ACT 

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA 
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 27, 2001 

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the Thrift Savings Plan Enhance-
ment Act. This bill will amend title 5 to allow 
all Thrift Savings Plan (TSP), participants who 
are over 50 to take advantage of ‘‘catch-up’’ 
contributions. It will also eliminate the 6-to-12 
month waiting period which currently governs 
eligibility for Agency Automatic (1%) and 
Agency Matching Contributions. 

The first section of the bill is necessary be-
cause recent changes in tax law (Public Law 
No. 107–16) permit 401(a) plans and others, 
like the TSP, to accept additional contributions 
from those age 50 and over, but this new law 
does not change the terms of any plan to pro-
vide the benefit, in fact, plans are not required 
to make the benefit available to participants. 
Instead, plans that choose to do so must take 
steps to amend their plan documents before 
such contributions may be accepted. Similarly, 
FERSA—the plan document for the TSP— 
must be amended before the TSP may accept 
additional contributions. Only Congress may 
amend FERSA. Thus, before the TSP can ac-
cept catch-up contributions in excess of the 
current limits, Congress must change the law. 
My legislation will make the requisite change 
in title 5 and allow all age 50 and over TSP 
participants to contribute more to their pen-
sion. 

The catch-up provision is particularly justifi-
able for the Federal plan since the TSP was 
not created by law until 1986. The ‘‘catch-up’’ 
contributions will allow workers to make-up for 
years when they weren’t employed, didn’t con-
tribute to their plan or otherwise weren’t able 
to save. It is also particularly beneficial for 
women who have returned to the workforce 
after taking time away to raise families. 

The second section of the bill would elimi-
nate the confusing situation that now exists 
whereby employees may immediately con-
tribute to the TSP but must wait between 6 
and 12 months before any matching contribu-
tions are deposited. In 2000, Congress passed 
legislation that I sponsored which eliminated a 
similar waiting period for employee contribu-
tions. The change proposed in my new bill 
would make the timing of eligibility for em-
ployer contributions consistent with that gov-
erning employee contributions. This bill would 
eliminate all waiting periods for employer con-
tributions to the TSP for new hires and re-
hires—employees who are hired or rehired 
would be received matching funds as soon as 
they join the TSP. 

It is essential that we in Congress do as 
much as we can to foster improved savings by 
enhancing private and public sector pension 
plans. America has one of the lowest national 
saving rates among industrialized countries. It 
has fallen steadily over the last 20 years, seri-
ously jeopardizing Americans’ security during 
what is supposed to be their golden years. 
Even though Americans recognize that they 
should be saving more, half of all family heads 
in their late fifties possess less than $10,000 
in net financial assets. With the retirement of 
America’s baby boomers approaching, Con-
gress must help encourage Americans to save 
more. 

Mr. Speaker, the Thrift Savings Plan En-
hancement Act would be a very effective tool 
in encouraging Americans to save more and I 
urge my colleagues to support it. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO DEE DEVLIN 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 27, 2001 

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, Dee 
Devlin, a federal employee at the Center for 
Civil-Military Relations (CCMR), recently was 
selected to receive the Association of the 
United States Army (AUSA) Sixth Region Ci-
vilian of the Year Award. The sixth region is 
comprised of sixteen chapters located 
throughout the states of Washington, Oregon, 
Nevada, and California. 

In recognition of receiving the regional 
award, the AUSA Exceptional Service Award 
was presented to Mrs. Devlin at the annual 
national meeting of the Association of the 
United States Army in mid-October. The 
award is presented to federal employees who 
directly or indirectly support America’s Army in 
the Sixth Region area. All nominees for this 
award compete locally and then regionally on 
the basis of their contributions to the local 
community as well as to the Army. 

Dee Devlin has been recognized for her 
work in support of Soldiers, Marines, Sailors, 

Airmen, Coast Guardsmen and the family 
members of the military community while she 
resided as a military spouse at the Defense 
Language Institute Foreign Language Center 
and the Presidio of Monterey. In addition to 
the support she has provided to the military 
community, Mrs. Devlin also served as a vol-
unteer at Monterey Kiwanis events, and 
served for multiple years as the scholarship 
chairperson for the Community Thrift Shop, 
chairing a committee that provided over 
$30,000 in scholarships to military personnel 
and family members. Throughout her career 
with the federal government, working at dif-
ferent installations for the Departments of De-
fense, Army, Navy, and Air Force, Dee Devlin 
has always been known for her caring attitude, 
customer service orientation, and cooperative 
spirit that ensured mission accomplishment at 
a higher standard than required, while taking 
care of the people involved in the mission. 

Throughout thirty-one years serving the mili-
tary community worldwide as a military spouse 
and community member and fifteen years as 
a civil servant, Dee Devlin served as a mentor 
and role model for both family members and 
active duty military personnel. She has served 
as an unofficial ambassador for the military to 
many local communities in the United States 
while residing in foreign countries. 

Dee Devlin has been married for over thirty- 
three years to retired Colonel Daniel D. Devlin. 
They have two sons, Dan Jr. and Rob, who 
also reside in the Monterey peninsula commu-
nity, as well as countless military sons and 
daughters whom they unofficially adopted 
around the world through the years. 

Dee Devlin’s extraordinary efforts and su-
perb accomplishments have earned her rec-
ognition from the highest levels of the Depart-
ment of the Army, the AUSA and the United 
States government. 
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HONORING AMERICA’S VETERANS 

HON. J. RANDY FORBES 
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 27, 2001 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of two important resolutions the House is con-
sidering today, both honoring America’s vet-
erans. 

Since 1994, we have set aside December 
7th of each year to remember the more than 
3,600 soldiers, sailors, Marines, and civilians 
who were wounded or killed at Pearl Harbor. 
This year, however, on the 60th anniversary of 
that horrible attack, the occasion seems some-
how more solemn. That attack awoke a sleep-
ing giant, spurring the United States into 
World War II and reviving a sense of patriotic 
purpose in men, women, and children across 
the nation. The tragic events of September 
11th evoke an eerie parallel. Again, the sleep-
ing giant has been aroused from slumber and 
patriotism reigns supreme in all corners of this 
great nation. 

S. Con. Res. 44 reminds us both of what we 
lost and what we gained on that infamous day 
sixty years ago. And, it is a reminder that we 
should hold in our hearts now as our brave 
servicemembers face our new enemy abroad. 
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